
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description: 
 
This course seeks to draw attention to the fact that the idea of women’s education gained legitimacy 

only very recently through distinct socio-political and cultural trajectories. The specificity of these 

efforts and their implications are often glossed over within the broader universalistic claims of 

education as they are widely recognized today. The imprint of these early histories are however 

discernible both in the reality of the modern day educational systems (in terms of access, enrollments, 

epistemologies, curriculum, choice of disciplinary streams, career options within the system etc.) as  

well as the present day reference frames through which education for women and men are differentially 

understood. The course seeks to examine some of the critical dimensions through which education has 

acquired a gendered nature and consider the consequences of the same. 

 

Course Objectives: 
 
The objectives of the course are 

 

• To track how education for women has been conceptualized across locations and time and to 

consequently reflect on and analyse the processes by which the aims of education are developed 

in differential and contextual ways 

• To enable recognition and analyses of the ways in which the education system variously, 

through its different levels as well as functions, produces and reproduces gendered identities 

• To provide an introduction to feminist theories of knowledge that can inform different research 

approaches 

 
Prerequisite: Those who have done a basic or introductory course on gender (either the TISS course 

on “Gender” included in the Integrated Social Sciences Programme or the “Gender and Education” 

course offered as part of the MA ElEd programme or an equivalent course at the undergraduate or 

postgraduate level at any other institution) would benefit more from a course of this nature. 

 

Course Content: 
 
UNIT 1: History of Women’s Education 

This unit will focus on the following topics: debates on women’s education in the 19
th 

century with 

special reference to Europe and South Asia; social reformers and movements for women’s education; 

early women’s writings; changing conceptions of schooling and education for girls/women from the 
19

th 
century to the present – nation building, population control, economic growth, empowerment etc. 
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UNIT 2: The Multifarious Forms of Education for Women 

 

Certain predominant conceptions of femininity, large-scale female illiteracy and the many interventions 

with regard to female education have resulted in the co-existence of diverse conceptions of education 

for girls and women. The unit will examine these different conceptions through an exploration of 

formal, informal and non-formal sites of education, adult education and literacy programmes,  

vocational training, self-help, conduct and etiquette books, popular culture etc. as distinct forms of 

education directed mainly at women. 

 
UNIT 3: Patterns of Access and Participation in Formal Educational Settings 

 

The unit will investigate trends of access and school attainments (across and within social groups) in an 

attempt to understand the historical dimension of the issue as well as its contemporary manifestation. 

The unit will also take up the topics of the hidden curriculum of gender, the impact of school types and 

their organization, pedagogic practices, access and inclusion in higher education as well as the role of 

the state and the market. 

 
UNIT 4: Initiatives for Change 

 

The fact that there have been several developments within the field of education that have addressed 

issues of gender and equity is a critical feature of the 20
th 

century. The unit will focus on this aspect 
through an appraisal of the role of women’s movement, policies, pedagogy, civil society initiatives, 
government initiatives for girls education such as the Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalay (KGBV) and 
the National Programme for Education of Girls at the Elementary level (NPEGEL). Examples from the 
literacy movement such as the anti-arrack movement, the Mahila Samakhya programme, the rural 
women’s journalists bringing out “Khabar Lahariya,” the SHG movement etc. will also be used to 

explore the inter linkages between education, social exclusion and gender. 

 

UNIT 5: Feminist theories and perspectives on education and knowledge 
This unit will focus specifically on feminist theories of pedagogy, feminist engagement with 

disciplinary bases of knowledge, feminist engagement with different paradigms for understanding 

education and feminist research methodologies. The objective of this particular unit is to inform the 

work of students who wish to adopt feminist perspectives in carrying out their research. 

 
Methods of Teaching: Teaching will involve classroom engagement with the given set of readings 

either through the lecture mode or student presentations or group discussions. While the effort will be  

to acquaint the students with the arguments and theories proposed by various thinkers and authors of  

the texts, they will be encouraged to develop independent thinking. Student assignments or term papers 

too will serve as tools for teaching. 

 
Methods of Assessment: A continuous evaluation method comprising presentations, assignments and 

term papers will be followed. Weightage will also be given to classroom participation, group work and 

level of preparedness for class. 
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