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Course Description:

Conceptions of the nation and the nation-state are integral to the ways in which national
education systems have been imagined as well as their functioning in terms of structure,
content and processes. This course will attempt to understand the structural and
ideological basis of education and its impact on schooling system through the lens of these
conceptual formulations and their relationship to historically situated contexts of
nation-building in the developing context. The course will also address competing notions
of the nation and nationalism, and the politics of knowledge implicit in representations of
the nation in textbooks. Drawing from these insights, contemporary developments in
education in the era of globalisation and the implications of neoliberal reforms for issues
of equity, social justice and democracy will  be addressed.

The primary focus of the course is the Indian context, both post-independence and
contemporary, drawing on theoretical perspectives within the sociology of education that
explore linkages between educational structure, content and process and the structures of
social stratification. The discussion on the central societal structures of power, domination
and inequality in India such those of caste, class and gender and their interrelationships
adopts a historical perspective. An understanding of the nature of these stratificatory
forms is indispensable to analysis of the contemporary relationship between social
structure and education in the Indian context and to understand patterns of educational
inequality, social mobility and equality. The course will also draw from international
comparative perspectives.

Objective:

The overall objective of the course is to enable students to critically engage with ideas of
nation and nationalism, and how these relate to the structural and ideological dimensions
of schooling. The course will enable students to understand the global politics of
educational reform and its impact in the Indian context through an examination of what
globalisation and neoliberal paradigms mean in relation to economic, social and political
contexts both locally and globally.

Broadly, the course will enable students to
· Understand linkages between education and  the nation/ nation-state, particularly

in the developing context
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· Identify  implications of the  nation in formation of  national educational systems
(structures and content) in historical context

· Understand key themes in the relationship of globalisation to education reform
· Identify the implications of current education reforms for equity, social justice and

democratic citzenship(?)
· Develop an understanding of how constructs of the nation-state and globalisation

are embedded in school knowledge

Teaching will be  based on lectures,  group discussions (based on  readings and selected
films) and group presentations.

Evaluation will be based on class participation, response papers to films and readings,
one written assignment and one term paper.

Unit 1: The modern nation-state

This unit introduces  students to theoretical perspectives on the nation and the nation-state,
and the linkages between education, society and polity.  The focus is on examining nation
and nation-state in their  constitutive mediations in the structures and systems of modern
education structures and systems, and the implications of nationalist ideologies in framing
education knowledge.

Unit 2:  Nationalism, Modernisation  and  Education

This unit discusses nationalist, colonial and imperialist ideologies underpinning education
discourse in colonial and postcolonial  contexts. The focus is on India and in particular on
the relationship of modernisation, development  and education in the
post-independence/Nehruvian  era. Also explored in this unit are the ideological debates
on  education as a social leveller, and social, economic and political forces that have acted
to increase social inequalities through unequal schooling systems.

Unit 3:  Globalisation and Education

This unit examines the the global restructuring of education through a historical
comparative lens, and its cultural, economic and social consequences in relation to
educational structures, processes and outcomes. Students will be expected to understand
how neoliberal discourses in education are impacting the provisioning, processes and
labour outcomes of education in a restructured economy, and the effects of these on access
and participation in education.

Unit 4: Social Justice, Citizenship and Educational Knowledge

This unit focusses on the relationship of nationalist ideologies to issues of social justice
and citizenship.  These linkages are examined through a comparative framework, using
empirical and conceptual studies of school texts in different contexts  to understand both
material as well as ideological contexts that underpin global restructuring in contexts of
poverty and marginalisation and the gendered, casted/raced and classed dimensions of its
effects.
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Expected Learning Outcomes

​ Students will be able to understand the process of building of the modern nation-state
and the role of education in national integration

​ Students will also learn about the trajectories of modern institutional education system
pre and post-colonial era

​ Students will be able to know the politics of global education reforms
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